
Why It’s Important to Be a Voice for Kids

DURING ELECTIONS



Just the facts, please.
7 million children without health insurance.
                     
  3 million children reported abused and neglected each year.

   16 million children in poverty

          2 million children with a parent in prison
                     
    5 million 3- to 5-year-olds unable to take advantage of early learning programs

     As many as  15 million children without adequate supervision after school 
     while parents work



Federal Spending on Children Decreases

Federal Spending on Children and on Major Entitlements 
as a Share of Domestic Federal Spending 



“Nothing is more 

important in our 

national life than 

the welfare of our 

children, and proper 

nourishment comes 

first in attaining 

this welfare.”

- HARRY TRUMAN

Spotlighting the Needs of Children through Art and History



Why advocate during elections?
•	 Children’s needs are crowded out by other interests

•	 If voters want kids’ needs addressed, candidates will listen



Why get involved in federal elections?



Can a non-profit even get involved in elections? YES!

But feel free to:
•	 register	people	to	vote	(just	know	how	and	what	is	required!)
•	 distribute	non-partisan	materials	on	candidates	or	ballot	measure
•	 sponsor	non-partisan	candidate	forums	or	debates	subject	to	limits	on	lobbying
•	 help	new	voters	understand	elections	and	the	voting	process
•	 provide	briefings	to	all	candidates	on	the	organization’s	issues
•	 encourage	and	help	people	get	to	the	polls	on	election	day
	 -	Nonprofit	Voter	Engagement	Network	www.nonprofitvote.org

Just make sure not to:
•	 endorse	candidates	for	office
•	 contribute	$$$	to	candidates
•	 let	candidates	use	office	space,	equipment,	mailing	lists,	etc.
•	 rate	candidates
•	 publicize	which	candidates	share	your	oganizations	views	on	contested	issues
	 -	Nonprofit	Voter	Engagement	Network	www.nonprofitvote.org

Questions? Contact The Alliance for Justice
http://www.afj.org/for-nonprofits-foundations/

202.822.6070 e-mail: alliance@afj.org



About Every Child Matters

The	Every	Child	Matters	Education	Fund	is	a	
501(c)(3)	non-profit,	non-partisan	organization	
working	to	make	children,	youth,	and	families	a	
national	political	priority.	

We	promote	the	adoption	of	smart	policies	for	
children	and	youth,	including:

•		Ensuring	that	children	have	access	to	health	care
•		Expanding	early-care	and	learning	opportunities	
and	after-school	programs

•		Preventing	violence	against	children,	and	
•		Alleviating	child	poverty.

Every	Child	Matters	uses	the	many	tools	available	
to	501(c)(3)	non-partisan	organizations	to	raise	the	
visibility	of	children’s	issues	and	to	build	public	will.



Checklist of Activities

•	 Check	out	ECM
’s	website	–	bookl

ets	and	materials	c
an	be	

	 downloaded	for	fre
e

•	 Distribute	mate
rials	about	kids	iss

ues/programs	and	
how	they’ve	

	 helped	kids	in	you
r	state.

•	 Let	your	networ
ks	know	when	law

makers	are	propos
ing	legislation		

	 that	will	cut	back	t
hese	programs	and

	that	these	actions	
are	

	 unacceptable.

•	 Attend	candidat
e	events	and	ask	p

ertinent	questions.

•	 Encourage	cand
idates	to	talk	abou

t	their	children’s	a
genda.	

•	 Send	op	eds	and
	letters	to	the	edito

r.

•	 Use	social	medi
a	to	spread	the	me

ssage.

•	 Invite	candidate
s	and	lawmakers	to

	visit	your	child	se
rving	site	and	

	 see	program	dollar
s	at	work.

•	 Conduct	an	adv
ocacy	training	for	

parents.

•	 Hold	forums	on
	children’s	issues	w

ith	the	candidates	
or	with	experts	

	 in	the	field.

•	 Stage	public	ral
lies	on	one	or	num

erous	children’s	is
sues

•	 Get	the	word	ou
t	about	voter	regis

tration—when,	where,	how

•	 Participate	in	St
ep	Up	for	Kids	Da

y	(September	22)

•	 Conduct	Get-Ou
t-the-Vote	activitie

s	urging	people	to	
go	to	the	polls		

	 (but	not	how	to	vo
te	once	they	get	th

ere)



Can ECM Help? YES!

provide materials provide our ECM National 
Exhibit of kids photos and 

photos of former presidents 
helping children

provide technical assistance 
and materials for Step Up 

for Kids day

share attorney-vetted questions 
to ask the candidates 

(if you’re representing a 
501(c)3 organization)

create and share templates for 
letters to the editor, op eds, etc.

provide guidelines for 
and help with setting up 

candidate forums

produce GOTV materials and 
distribution plans

make available a state web 
site that comes with voter 

information and statistics about 
children in downloadable flyer 
form and the ability for you to 
update the site with pertinent 

information



“Each child represents either a potential 

addition to the productive capacity and 

enlightened citizenship of the nation or, if 

allowed to suffer from neglect, a potential 

addition to the destructive forces of a 

community…the interests of th enation are 

involved in the welfare of this army 

of children no less than in our 

great material affairs.”

- PRESIDENT THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 1909

Spotlighting the Needs of Children through Art and History



Every Child Matters Education Fund
1023 15th Street NW Suite 401
Washington, DC 20005
Tel: (202) 223-8177

www.everychildmatters.org
Like us on Facebook!
Follow us on Twitter @VotingforKids

CONTACT US!


