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OOn November 6th, 2012, America’s voters will select a U.S. president. 
This election will affect the lives of children even though they can’t vote. 
They need you to make their voices heard.

Children in the U.S. face serious challenges – over 26 million live in 
poverty, more than 28 million receive government-funded health care, 
7 million have no health insurance, 693,174 were victims of child abuse 
and neglect in 2009, and many do not have access to pre-school 
education, child care, or after-school programs. 

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act passed in early 2009 
made significant investments in America’s children. However, these have 
not been renewed, and Congress is considering a budget that could 
sharply cut children’s programs. At the same time, the ongoing recession 
has resulted in significant state budget cuts to children’s programs, with 
more to come.

This election year, ask the candidates tough questions and check their 
answers. If you don’t ask them about providing opportunities for the next 
generation, who will? 

This guide presents information you can use to learn about the 
candidates’ positions. Use it at candidate forums and in letters, emails, 
and telephone calls to the candidates.

Register to vote and be sure to 
vote on November 6th, 2012 to make 

your voice count for kids!
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• In 2009, 693,174 US Children were victims  
 of child abuse and neglect.1 
• Child abuse and neglect costs America  
 $100 billion a year and contributes to  
 poverty, crime, and alcohol and drug   
 abuse.2  
• The amount of funding for out of home  
 placement of children is significantly larger  
 than the expenditures on prevention and  
 protective services.3 
• Voluntary, home-based programs, also  
 known as home visits, have been shown to  
 cut incidences of child abuse and neglect in 
 half4, and, over time, yield returns on   
 taxpayer investments of up to $17 per  
 dollar spent.5

• From 2005 to 2009, Congress cut federal  
 funding to states to treat and protect   
 abused and neglected children by 17%.6  
• The American Recovery and  Reinvestment  
 Act provided $1 billion to states for child  
 protection. This funding increase has  
 ended.7

• In 2011, 38 states are making major cuts to  
 core public services.8

• In 2010, 28,385,000 children received  
 some form of government funded health  
 care; 7,307,000 were uninsured.9

• As a result of the health care reform bill,  
 those under the age of 26 can remain on 
 their parent’s health insurance, and 
 insurance companies can no longer   
 deny coverage to children with pre-existing  
 conditions.10

• The American Recovery and Reinvestment  
 Act included $87 billion to maintain   
 Medicaid services. That money is about to  
 run out, and children could lose or become  
 ineligible for coverage as a result of   
 continuing state budget problems.11

• While the Health Care Reform Act does  
 require coverage for basic pediatric   
 services, including oral health, only 38.1%  
 of children enrolled in Medicaid in the US  
 receive dental care. One third of children  
 six to eight years old have untreated tooth  
 decay.12 

Child Abuse and Neglect Children's Health

If elected, what will you do to ensure the 
safety and well-being of all U.S. children?

If elected, what would you do to help 
protect and treat every child who is at 
risk and work to prevent future abuse and 
neglect?

If elected, what changes would you make 
in the new health reform law to ensure that 
every child in the U.S. has access to the 
best available medical and dental care?

How do you plan to improve access and 
make dental care more affordable for 
America’s children?

Questions Questions

Quiz the Candidates 
and Get Commitments



• High quality pre-school increases a child’s  
 chances of success in school and in life.  
 Children who attend are less likely to be 
 held back a grade or need special   
 education. They have higher earnings as  
 adults and are less likely to commit crime.13 
• Nearly half of all kindergarten teachers  
 report that at least 50% of their students  
 come to school with problems that hinder  
 their success.14

• In 2010, only 4% of 3 year-olds and 27%  
 of 4 year-olds were enrolled in state-funded  
 pre-K programs.15 
• In the United States, Head Start serves only 
 7% of eligible 3 year-olds and 11% of  
 eligible 4 year-olds.16

• Although Head Start received $1 billion17 in  
 the American Recovery and Reinvestment  
 Act, the funds have run out and the   
 program could face cuts in 2012.

•  62.3% of America’s children under age 6 
have both parents in the workforce.18

• More than a quarter of America’s   
 schoolchildren are on their own after the  
 school day ends and before parents get  
 home from work.19

• Federal funding for the 21st Century   
 Community Learning Centers has declined  
 by 7.5% since 2002 in inflation adjusted  
 dollars.20

• The hours between 3 p.m. and 6 p.m.  
 are the peak hours for juvenile crime   
 and experimentation with drugs, alcohol,  
 cigarettes, and sex.21

Pre-School Education After-School Programs

If elected, what will you do to ensure that 
every child has access to high quality pre-
school education?

How would you help pre-school programs 
attract, hire and retain well educated pre-
school teachers?

What changes, if any, would you make to 
the Head Start program?

Questions Questions

If elected, what steps will you 
take to ensure that after-school 
programs are of high quality and 
serve all children that need them?

In your opinion, what are the 
appropriate roles of federal, 
state, and local governments in 
supporting constructive after-
school activities and connecting 
children and youth with caring 
adults?
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• 62.3% of American children under age 6  
 have both parents in the workforce, and  
 70.4% between the ages of 6 and 17 have  
 both parents in the workforce.22

• 18.1 million U.S. children have single   
 mothers who work.23

• The Department of Health and Human  
 Services estimates that only 17% of   
 eligible U.S. children receive child care fee  
 assistance.24

• Full time child care workers make about  
 $21,110 annually, compared to the average  
 U.S. annual salary of $44,410.25

• The average annual cost of full-time care  
 for an infant in a center in 2010 ranged from  
 $4,650 in Mississippi to $18,200 in the  
 District of Columbia.26 

• Children who received high-quality care  
 in the first few years of life scored higher  
 in measures of academic and cognitive  
 achievement when they were 15 years old  
 and were less likely to misbehave than  
 those who were enrolled in lower quality  
 child care.27

• Just 10.4% of the nation’s child care   
 centers are accredited.28

• From 2007 to 2011, federal funding for the  
 Child Care Development Block Grant was  
 cut by 6.9% in inflation adjusted dollars.29

• The American Recovery and Reinvestment  
 Act provided child care for an additional  
 300,000 children. This funding has run out.30

Child Care

If elected, what will you do to improve 
access and availability to quality and 
affordable child care for working families?

How would you help providers attract, hire 
and retain quality child care workers?

Questions

Quiz the Candidates 
and Get Commitments



In most states residents who will be 18 years of age or 
older on election day, are  U.S. citizens, and residents 
of the state (sometimes for a stipulated amount of time) 
may register to vote. In most states, you must register 
at least 30 days before the election in which you want 
to vote. Some states, however, do have same day 
registration, meaning you can register and then vote on 
the same day.

Every state is different. To learn more about voter 
registration in your state, check out the following 
resources:

Rock the Vote
http://www.rockthevote.org/

Project Vote Smart
http://www.votesmart.org/

The U.S. Election Assistance Commission
http://www.eac.gov/

BEFORE THE ELECTION
1. Register to vote.
2. Contact the candidates directly. Ask candidates  
 about their plans to help children and families.
3. Make your donations count. Give to candidates  
 who share your stand on children’s issues.
4. Volunteer for events that help others  register to vote  
 or learn about the issues affecting families.
5. Write a Letter to the Editor. This is a good way to  
 share your views on children. Be brief. Be concise.  
 Include your phone number.

ON ELECTION DAY
6. VOTE!!
7. Volunteer your time to help a candidate you   
 support.

AFTER ELECTION DAY
8. Don’t let candidates forget promises they made on  
 issues relating to children and families.
9. Stay informed and involved.  The Every Child  
 Matters website – www.everychildmatters.org – is a  
 good source of information. 
10.Write to newspapers and call radio shows.  Speak  
 about what parents and children need.  Talk about  
 how community action can make a difference.
11. Contribute to organizations that make a difference  
 in the lives of children. Homeless shelters, schools,  
 and mentoring programs are always looking for  
 volunteers.

Voter Registration 11 Ways You Can Make A 
Difference for America's Children

Q&A
Washington, DC

*Footnotes are cited in the on-line version of this document. Visit www.everychildmatters.org/resources.
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