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Following a day and a half of presentations by national and state experts and small group 

discussions, Summit participants identified and voted for the following recommendations as 

essential to a national strategy to prevent child maltreatment deaths. 

 

 

1. Building upon the best of current child protection systems, the government should 

develop a strategy for stopping maltreatment deaths. It should include public health and 

social services aimed at strengthening families and preventing maltreatment in the first 

place: voluntary, universal home visiting, substance abuse and mental health treatment, 

teen pregnancy prevention, pre-natal care, and other policies proven to work, along with 

state of the art assessment tools to identify and properly assess those at risk.  

 

2. Current levels of federal spending are far below the level needed to protect all children at 

imminent risk of harm. Three billion to five billion dollars in additional funds are 

required, for example, to allow child protective workers and other frontline personnel to 

have smaller caseloads and better training not only so that they will be better prepared to 

immediately protect children but so that they will consider having lifelong careers in 

child protection thus bringing needed maturity and experience to the system. Continuing 

education and training across disciplines should be mandated, focusing especially on 

licensure, accreditation, and support for sub-specialties. Funds are also needed to provide 

a wide array of public health and social services to help at-risk kids, including 

comprehensive in-home services for all children already in the system.  

  

3. In consideration of expanded federal spending, states should be required to adopt national 

standards drawn from existing best practices and policy for protecting children. 

 

4. Congress should modify confidentiality laws to allow policy makers, the press, and the 

public to understand better what protection policies and practices need to be improved in 

the aftermath of a child’s death. 

 

5. The Department of Health and Human Services should standardize definitions and 

methodologies used to collect state data related to maltreatment deaths and should require 

states to provide such data to the Department and within and across systems in order to 

receive federal funds. Further, state child death review teams should be adequately 



 

 

funded. 

 

6. The Department of Health and Human Services, in cooperation with state child protective 

and public health agencies, should conduct a public education campaign to encourage 

reporting of child abuse and neglect, and to enlist communities in the protection of 

children. And because much maltreatment and many maltreatment deaths arise from 

neglect, neglect should receive equal focus in the campaign and by those involved in 

child protection. 

 

7. To better protect children at imminent risk of severe harm, the federal government, led by 

the Departments of Justice and Health and Human services, and in cooperation with 

states, should adopt a model protocol for assuring that civil and criminal legal 

proceedings are closely coordinated between child protection and law enforcement 

agencies. 

 
 


